Joint Statement of Washington, D.C. Grand Masters
June 2, 2020
Our city of Washington DC is suffering. Based upon the dedication of all Masons throughout the world
to the ideals of Masonic brotherly love and fellowship, we believe that our Craft offers a bold example of
how men of different races can love and respect each other.
Freemasons do not all think alike. We are formed from different races, different political and social
backgrounds, and many different countries. We all act and vote as individuals, and as our respective
consciences dictate. But on one principle we are united. Freemasons accept and respect one another
regardless of our differences, and the Brotherhood we share is based solely upon the content of a man’s
character.
Our Ancient Landmarks, handed down to us through the ages, include two important truths:
•

All Masons believe in the existence of God as the Grand Architect of the
Universe and in the existence of an immortal spirit that is His gift to every person.

•

All Masons meet as equals. As the children of one great Father, we are all traveling to that
predestined place where only genuine virtue merits respect, rather than wealth or status.

		

The leaders signing this statement affirm these beliefs. The ugly history of slavery and segregation in our
country had estranged our two Grand Lodges in Washington, D.C. for too many years. But we have since
outgrown those divisions and forged between us the ties of Brotherhood that unite us as Freemasons.
Freemasonry is strong and vibrant in Washington DC, and we have a role to play in the healing that our
city requires.
Each Brother will make his own decision about how to mourn the death of George Floyd, and how to call
out for justice. But Freemasons will not succumb to the blind hatred of racial tension, nor contribute to
inflaming those destructive passions. We are united as a sacred Brotherhood.
We humbly request the aid and blessing of Almighty God on our City and Nation and ask for His protection of our loved ones. Finally, we ask that all Freemasons redouble their efforts to heal the divisions
tearing at our society, and we look forward to the time when we can meet together again.
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